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D uring this long-lasting COVID-19       

pandemic, our students have learned to 

study differently. Rather than getting up early 

each morning to catch a bus, MTR, or mini 

bus to reach school on time, they can now get 

up five minutes before classes start. Instead of 

choosing what to wear to go to school, they 

uniformly wear comfortable pyjamas while 

attending classes. They conveniently eat 

breakfast or lunch while listening to teachers’ 

lectures. At the end of a day after many 

classes, they don’t need to take mini-buses, 

MTR, or buses to go home; they simply wave 

goodbye to the teachers and classmates and 

close the screens of their laptops or cell 

phones. They can even catch a little nap in 

their own bed between classes. Those are 

some of the benefits students find from taking 

classes online. 

However, in spite of the benefits of online 

learning can offer, it also comes with a few 

challenges. Online learning can create a sense 

of isolation. Some students possess the ability 

to work independently; others find comfort in 

their community on campus with easy access 

to teachers and enjoy studying together with 

their fellow classmates. Online learning        

requires self-discipline, a quality that some 

students may not have enough of to engage 

fully in the online lectures. For most,           

face-to-face classes tend to give a greater 

sense of accountability. 

Additionally, online classes are prone to        

technical issues such as fluctuating Internet 

connection, low Wi-Fi connection speed, the 

number of active users, and the age of the 

computers or cell phones.   Sometimes we 

don’t even know for sure if the connection 

problem is the teacher’s or the student’s issue. 

Online learning also creates more screen time 

 

for both teachers and students—something 

that health experts warn us to avoid.  

While taking online classes, many times we 

need to tell others, “You’re muted.” Many 

embarrassing moments result because we  

forget to close or turn off the camera.          

Sometimes the whole class can hear the     

conversation when parents decide to speak to 

the students while the microphone is not 

muted. Worse yet, students may decide to use 

the restroom while the microphone is still on. 

On the teaching side, online education means 

more work for the teachers since they must 

make more stimulating PowerPoint slides to 

draw students’ attention. They also must    

prepare lectures with online activities to help  

students maintain connection. Additionally, 

teachers need to create online quizzes and 

examinations to test students properly while 

preventing them from cheating, and taking 

attendance has always been a challenge for 

online classes.  

On behalf of the college, I salute the efforts of 

our teachers as well as our students during this 

online learning/teaching era. I know it has 

been challenging and exhausting. I sincerely 

hope someday you can share with your       

children or grandchildren that you have          

conquered more than two years of online 

learning due to this COVID-19 pandemic and 

come out with A’s and B’s. They really have 

no right to complain about their learning          

conditions. 

  

                                                                     

Dan Cheung, PhD                                               

President of Hong Kong Adventist College 

 

 

            HKAC President Dan Cheung 
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