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Several countries in the world still       

enforce lockdowns, many people are still 

waiting to be vaccinated, and residents 

of Hong Kong are still not allowed to 

easily enter mainland China.   

                                      

At Hong Kong Adventist College, the 

students, staff, and faculty all work       

together to teach and to learn under the 

shadow of the COVID-19. Except for a 

few exceptions including those who are 

being quarantined in hotels or are based 

overseas, most Hong Kong-based            

students regularly come to classes to 

learn in person with their masks on. Our 

teachers come to the classrooms to teach 

in person, and the staff and the          

administrators carry out their daily lives 

much as they did before the pandemic. 

By the grace of God, this pandemic has 

not altered our campus life much up to 

now, except we have had to put on a 

mask each morning as we leave home 

and adhere to social distancing rules. 

Let us all work together to face the                Let us all work together to face the                Let us all work together to face the                
challenges of 2022 and expect the               challenges of 2022 and expect the               challenges of 2022 and expect the               
unexpected. As the Apostle Paul says in  unexpected. As the Apostle Paul says in  unexpected. As the Apostle Paul says in  
Philippians 1:6, “I'm convinced that God, Philippians 1:6, “I'm convinced that God, Philippians 1:6, “I'm convinced that God, 
who began this good work in you, will carry who began this good work in you, will carry who began this good work in you, will carry 
it through to completion on the day of Christ it through to completion on the day of Christ it through to completion on the day of Christ 
Jesus.”  God has  promised that He will work Jesus.”  God has  promised that He will work Jesus.”  God has  promised that He will work 
with us to finish His mission on earth, until with us to finish His mission on earth, until with us to finish His mission on earth, until 

the day He comes to take us home.the day He comes to take us home.the day He comes to take us home.   
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proper documents. This was because the 

Incheon Airport had no COVID-19 testing 

facility on that day.  Unfortunately, as this 

situation occurred at the height of the          

pandemic, most flights were cancelled, so we 

couldn’t get a plane to go back to the U.S. 

until the next day. This meant that we were 

forced to stay inside the mostly empty  

Incheon Airport for the next 24 hours.  

The next day we boarded American Airlines 

to fly back to Dallas to be tested again at the 

airport there. Most of the flights, including 

American Airlines flights going to Hong  

Kong were cancelled during the pandemic and 

all those available flights to Hong Kong, were 

fully booked. We finally purchased two        

one-way tickets from Qatar Airlines to fly 

from Dallas to Hong Kong through Doha, 

Qatar. In total, we spent five days travelling 

around the world to get back to Hong Kong 

from Minneapolis. As often happens with so 

many changes in itinerary, some of our       

luggage mysteriously ended up elsewhere—in 

this case in Madrid, Spain—and was stuck 

there for more than a month before the bags 

made their way to Hong Kong.  

This trip—and really all of 2021—taught us a 

good lesson that in all circumstances we 

should expect the unexpected. No matter how 

much we have prepared, something can       

always happen unexpectedly. We expected the 

pandemic would be over in six months. We 

expected that COVID-19 would be gone once 

scientists had developed the vaccines. We 

expected herd immunity when over 70% of 

people had been vaccinated. However, two 

years after this pandemic has started, many 

people around the world were still infected 

and continue to die with COVID-19.  

O n August 7, 2021, my wife Dr.       

Corjena Cheung, and I woke up at 

4:00 a.m. in the morning to travel to the 

airport to fly back from  Minneapolis to 

Hong Kong. Two days prior to the day we 

left Minnesota, we went to three facilities to 

be tested with COVID-19 to be sure that we 

had the proper documents to show that we 

had tested negative prior to boarding the 

airplanes. We had heard that the Hong Kong 

government was very strict in requiring  

people to have the right documents to show 

that they had the correct test from a quali-

fied laboratory within 72 hours of leaving 

the United States. We reached the airport at 

5:00 a.m. and proceed to acquire our         

boarding passes. 

After what seemed to be an eternity, as the 

American Airlines’ personnel checked all 

our documents to be sure that they would be 

accepted by the Hong Kong Immigration 

Office, we obtained boarding passes to fly 

from Minneapolis to Dallas and then from 

Dallas to Seoul, Korea. By the time we 

reached the Incheon Airport in Seoul,       

Korea, we had already been travelling—or 

attempting to travel—for almost 24 hours. 

We still had five hours to wait before we 

would board the plane to fly to Hong Kong. 

Fifteen minutes before the departure of the 

airplane, we were called to the counter and 

asked to provide the COVID-19 test       

documents again. This time Cathy Pacific’s 

personnel checked the documents, since 

American Airlines did not fly to Hong 

Kong. Five minutes before the closing of 

the gate, we were told that our test         

documents were incorrect, that we were not 

allowed to board the plane, and that they 

would send us back to the United States the 

next day to get tested again and obtain the  
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 Symposium Registration:  https://bit.ly/ospsformJuly6-9-2022 


